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International Mother Tongue Day
As part of our Learn Together Calendar, Maura’s 5th
Class undertook a project to investigate and record
the number of different languages spoken by the
pupils in our school. From the data collected, we have
over 31 different languages spoken here in Swords
ETNS. The most widely spoken language is English
with Polish, Russian and Spanish among the highest.
Thanks to Maura’s Class for thinking outside the box
in relation to the celebration of International Mother
Tongue Day 2019.
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World Book Day/Book Fair

Thank you to all parents/
guardians and children for
participating in our annual Book
Fair that took place this week. The children
thoroughly enjoyed our theme of “snuggle up with a
book” for the day. All monies raised will go to the
school and provide some much needed new
resources for the children.

School Closures:

 18th March: Bank Holiday (St. Patrick’s Day)
 19th March: School Closed (Teacher
Training)
 April 15th- 26th inclusive : Easter Holidays

Returning to School 2019/20

If your child will not be returning to school for the next
academic year 2019/20 could you please let Catriona
know as soon as possible. We have lengthy waiting lists
and places can be offered if we know in advance.
Please remember that places are allocated on a first
come first served basis only.
Internet Safety

As communicated to you over the past week, there has
been significant media coverage surrounding online
threats and in particular, the new “Momo Challenge”
threat. We cannot stress enough the importance of
keeping your child safe when it comes to online safety.
The Momo challenge consists of an image which
encourages children to participate in tasks in order to
stay alive and encourages children to self harm and/or
harm others. Although there are no reports of any
direct harm caused to children as a result of this
threat, it reminds us to focus on positive advice for
children and for you to appropriately control and set
up your devices at home in such a way as to protect
children from any form of online threat. Reports have
said that the threat can be received through games
like Minecraft and Youtube videos. Unless children’s
access to these games is limited and with parental
restrictions and monitoring, these tyoes of hacks can
be very upsetting for children and indeed families.

6th Class Supporting the Minister
Members of Pearse’s 6th Class were busy over the
mid term break helping the Minister for
Communications, Climate Action and Environment,
Richard Bruton, launch An Post’s new “Zero Emission
Initative” outside the Houses of the Oireachtas. The
children were fantastic ambassadors for our school
and relayed our Green Flag Iniatives to Minister
Bruton as well as the fantastic work we do here in
SETNS in an attempt to become the most
environmentally friendly school that we can.

Standardised Testing
This week the children in Senior Infants, 1st, 2nd, 4th
and 5th completed the Middle Infant Screening Test
(MIST), Non Reading Intelligence Test (NRIT) and the
Drumcondra Spelling Test. These tests are helpful in
assessing your children’s academic progress and
enable us to put in supports where necessary for
children experiencing any difficulties.
Learn Together Themes
 World Book Day
 International Women’s Day
 St. Patrick’s Day/Seachtain na Gaeilge
 Manners for March (School Wide Initiative)
 Firendship Week (Amnesty International) (April)

Aistear is the early childhood curriculum framework for our Infant Classes. .The Framework uses four interconnected
themes to describe the content of children's learning and development: Well-being, Identity and Belonging,
Communicating, and Exploring and Thinking. Here is just a snapshot of our Aistear at work this week.

SETNS has Talent!!!
Best of luck to BSD who are currently waiting
patiently to perform on this sesaon of Ireland’s
Got Talent. There are members of the troop in
Pearse’s 6th Class and they need your help when
it comes to voting. BSD received the Golden
Buzzer on their audition and as a result earned a
place in the live semi finals to be aired over the
coming weeks. Best of luck to Alys and Chloe who,
no doubt, will do themselves, their dance troop
and SETNS proud.

Our Seachtain na Gaeilge will be launched next
Monday and as always there are lots of activities
and events planned. Thanks to Emily, Niall and
Pearse for organising the week and we look
forward to Bingo, Tráth na gCeist (Quiz), Céilí,
Ceolchoirm (Concerts) and a visit from a
Scealaíocht (Storyteller).
As part of our Seachtain na Gaelige, we will also
be holding our annual Lá Spraoi (Fun Day). This
day, organised by Louise’s and Pearse’s students
will raise money for their Gaeltacht Trip in May.
They have been busy organising lots of activities
for the children on Wednesday 13th March and
the cost of the event is €5 per child.This includes
participation in 7 activities and includes a
selection of food and drinks on the day. We
encourage your support of this event as one day it
will be your child who is fundraising for their class
to go to the Gaeltacht in Donegal.
School Anthem
Last Friday, Niamh and her class spent time with
the very talented Colm and his mobile recording
studio in the school hall. The children, with Niamh
and Colm’s help recorded their modern take on
our school anthem. Thanks to Colm, Niamh and
the 3rd Class Students and we look forward to
sharing the finished masterpiece with you.

National Assessments
Our school has been selected to participate in the field
trial of the National Assessments of English Reading
and Mathematics. Our pupils from 2nd and 6th Classes
have been selected to participate. These tests are
designed to monitor national standards in English and
Maths and results are used to inform the Department
of Education and Skills on children’s abilities on a
national level.
These assessements will involve tests in English and
Mathematics for 6th Classes and one test English or
Maths for 2nd Class. They will take approximately 40
minutes to complete and will be overseen by a
Department Inspector who will be on site. There will
be questionnaires for parents and teachers. These will
be distributed prior to the assessement itself and must
be returned before the testing date. The provisional
date for testing is Thursday 6th June 2019. More
information will be provided as we receive it. Many
thanks in advance for your cooperation.
Manners for March
This month we are focussing our attention on our
manners and especially on our Golden Rules of
Respect, being Gentle and being Kind and Helpful. In
this week’s assembly we launched, “Manners for
March” where children were asked to be especially
mindful of using good manners throughout the school
day, with their teachers, other staff and especially their
friends. We know this will be an easy task for them but
it is important that we “always carry our manners with
us, wherever we go!!!
Home time
Can we ask that at home times 1.10p.m and 2.10p.m
when you are colllecting children, that you keep small
children with you. They are disrupting classes lining up
and may get injured or hurt. We have over 400 children
exiting the building and need to ensure they too are
safe.

